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As the Vice President of Commercial Strategy & Business Development at Zafgen, Erin is a senior 
member of the core management team with responsibility for New Product Planning, Portfolio 
Management, Corporate Strategy and Business Development. Zafgen is a clinical-stage 
biopharmaceutical company developing novel therapies for patients affected by a range of metabolic 
diseases. 
 
Prior to joining Zafgen, Erin was an executive at GlaxoSmithKline where she held several VP roles in the 
Pharmaceuticals business and led global teams in Marketing, Business Development and R&D Strategy. 
Over her 25-year career in the Pharmaceutical Industry, Erin held several roles of increasing 
responsibility in Sales, Marketing, New Product Planning, Business Development and R&D, which 
allowed her to gain significant experience in the complex tradeoffs and decision-making that goes into 
the discovery, development and commercialization of new medicines. 
 
Career highlights for Erin include: leading the Alliance Management team that was recognized globally in 
the BCG Survey; contributing to the in-licensing of several high value assets; successfully launching a 
new medicine in the US, where Erin was selected as one of the ‘Top Marketing 100’ by Advertising Age 
magazine; and being named a ‘Rising Star’ by the Healthcare Businesswomen’s Association. Erin is 
known for her high-energy, ability to build meaningful and lasting professional relationships, and her 
authentic leadership style. Erin was part of the team that initiated the Women’s Leadership Initiative at 
GlaxoSmithKline. She actively mentors both men and women in the Industry at all stages in their 
careers. Erin currently serves on the Board of Life Sciences PA and has previously served on Boards of 
other non-profit organizations focused on patient advocacy and finance. 
 
Erin is a graduate of Franklin & Marshall College. She also completed the Transformational Executive 
Program associated with the Wharton Executive Education Program at the University of Pennsylvania. 
She holds a certification in coaching from the Association for Professional Executive Coaching & 
Supervision, and a Certificate of Achievement in Alliance Management from the Association of Strategic 
Alliance Professionals. Erin and her family live in the Greater Philadelphia area and are lifelong, 
admittedly sometimes suffering, supporters of the Philadelphia sports teams. 


